
ASBESTOS 
 

IN YOUR HOME / AT WORK 
 

                    

      
 
 

        
 

 
 

Forsyth County  
Office of Environmental Assistance and Protection 

 











ASBESTOS FACTS 
 

• Asbestos is a naturally occurring mineral composed of bundles of fibers. 

• Asbestos is an excellent insulator that is not affected by heat or chemicals, and will not 
conduct electricity and will absorb noise. 

 
• In 1971, the EPA declared asbestos unsafe and a hazardous air pollutant with strict 

requirements regulating removal and disposal. 
 

• Asbestos has been determined to cause severe health problems such as asbestosis 
(scarring of the lung tissues), and cancers of the lungs, esophagus, colon, pancreas, and 
stomach. 

 
• Health problems resulting from asbestos exposure can take 10 to 40 years after exposure 

to appear in an individual. 
 

• Asbestos must enter the body to cause health problems.  This happens though inhalation 
or ingestion of asbestos fibers. 

 
• Asbestos fibers can become airborne and a possible health hazard when materials 

containing asbestos are disturbed or improperly removed. 
 

• Asbestos fibers are so small in size that they can be invisible when in the air thus 
individuals can be exposed to asbestos without their knowledge. 

 
• Once asbestos is released in an area, it can remain in that area for an indefinite amount of 

time.  Disturbed asbestos fibers become air-borne and eventually settle down onto objects 
in an area.  These fibers can become airborne again upon any disturbance or activity in 
that area. 

 
• Asbestos is safe and legal to remain in homes or public buildings as long as the asbestos 

materials are in good condition and the asbestos can not be released into the air. 
 

• There is no requirement to remove asbestos from buildings or private homes. 
 

• Asbestos was banned in the 1970’s, but is still present in homes and buildings built after 
that time and is being used today to a limited extent. 

 
 
 

For Additional Information: 
 

Forsyth County Office of Environmental Assistance and Protection 
201 N Chestnut St. 

Winston-Salem, NC 27101-1362 
(336) 703-2440 
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